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February 20, 2019, General Membership Meeting Minutes
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Chair Phil Fransen, filling in for Jeff Froh, opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. Larry Orr read the VFP Statement of Purpose. Other members included Paul McMahon, Tom Glassel, Lincoln Grahlfs, Don Mckeating, John Fournelle, and Steve Books. Some members were not able to attend due to a winter storm. The VFP "hat" was passed, and the January 


                      meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.

Treasurer's Report - Paul reported many financial considerations and distributed his monthly "green" report. In the revenue column $ 1,700 gifts were received, which included the $ 1,000 gift from the Link Friendship House via Tom Link. The checkbook balance is in good shape with $ 13,000 with the Dec. fund drive netting $ 3,300. Paul report also included the 2019 Budget Discussion which was rescheduled for the March meeting.
Committee Reports 
Counter Recruiting - David is busy visiting various High Schools.
Scholarship - Paul reported that information is out for the Madison VFP Scholarship at all of the High Schools.

Memorial Day - Discussion on who to ask to speak at the Peace Rally. A motion was made and 2nded to search locally for a speaker. The motion passed unanimously.
Memorial Mile - Work detail moved to Saturday, March 2nd, at Phil's. 9am - 12 noon.  (608)220-6449. 

Planning Committee - A book, Long Shadows, discussion. Paul was in contact with Linda Babler, and for $ 1,200 an order of 150 could be obtained that includes shipping. A motion was made and 2nded to order 150 Long Shadow
Books for a total of $ 1,200.00 w/shipping and handling from Linda Babler. The motion passes, one no vote.

Short discussion regarding St. Norbert College, with alumni Tom Glassel. More discussion in new business. In further book discussion a VFP supporter, Billy Feitlinger, was curious about aiding in supporting the book effort.

Via e-mail, Fran reported poetry and other peace readings at Common Ground, a café in Middleton on Sundays.

Discussion on Save the V.A. bumper stickers. Don reported that Buzz Davis and get the chapter 600 bumper stickers for $ 100.00 due to a nationwide effort. It's an educational effort to build bridges. A motion was made and 2nded to purchase bumper stickers from Buzz. The motion passed.

Outreach - Larry Orr reported Peace Vigils still in occurrence on the corner of Doty and Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. every Monday at noon, unless it's a holiday. Excellent camaraderie.

New Business
2019 Budget - Moved to March membership meeting March 20. (Save the date) Paul would like to propose an increase to the Peace Scholarships. Members are encouraged to promote the scholarship effort when possible.
New Central Library Meeting Space - Starting in May, the VFP Membership Meetings will be held at the downtown Madison Central Library. Corner of Mifflin and Fairchild. More detail later on the particular space.

St. Norbert College, Green Bay, April 5th - A discussion was held regarding actions to take at the colleges Wisconsin Institute for Peace and Justice and Conflict Studies (WIPCS) conference all day on Friday, April 5. A general agreement was made to reimburse participants by splitting expenses of not more that $ 500.00. Three members offered interest in attending the conference.
Purchase of Peace in Our Times Newspaper - A discussion was held about ordering some newspapers.
Select March Chair - Jeff Froh

Additional New Business - A Peace Cities initiative, and a Nuclear Disarmament/Divestment resolution was mentioned, both tabled for now. Lincoln reported on a news article from the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.

Announcements - A list of announcements were read that included many events, and the next VFP meeting dates.

Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.
Minutes by Books
