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November 21, 2018, General Membership Meeting
Meeting Chair Phil Fransen opened the meeting at 6:00 PM. Introductions ensued with members welcoming new member Ryan Kopish. Brad Geyer read the VFP Statement of Purpose. The VFP "hat" was passed. Other members included John Fournelle, David Giffey, Paul McMahon, Lincoln Grahlfs, and Steve Books.
Treasurer’s Report – Paul reviewed his detailed “green sheet” of the Chapter's finances to date.  No new expenditures with an $ 8,700 balance to the end of the month overall. There have been many gracious donations to VFP local this year with extraordinary specific gift sources, with memorials including in the name Tom Kemble for $ 619.00, and Doug Bradley's mother for Peace Scholarships for $ 755.00. Paul has also scheduled a fund raising mailing session for Dec. 12 at 2:00pm at his house. The membership thanked Paul for his report.
Committee Reports

Counter Recruiting - David Giffey reported being at all 6 rural High Schools and having more excitement with discussions with students reflected in both pro-war and no-war.  Essays are pending. Discussion on U.S. recruitment levels, and how recruiters are zeroing in on unsuspecting rural youth.
Scholarship - Paul mentioned that a balance of $ 4,000.00 has now been reached for next season of scholarships, and that an increase to the number of scholarships awarded, and, or, an increase in the number of schools in the program could be increased.
Memorial Day - David reported that some ideas of speakers have been thought about, nothing concrete yet.

Memorial Mile - John F. mentioned that new personnel are in the Madison Parks and Rec, offices, and that extra

scrutiny may be in order to making sure all of the proper forms for the reservations are in order. So far, so good.
Planning Committee - review of recent events, mainly the Armistice Day Program at the Barrymore Theater which many members thought was very good, and well done with many good comments regarding the program.

A Planning Committee meeting is set for December.

Websites - Brad has taken the web class, found it very useful, and would like to take the next step class.
Tabling - Books reports the Barrymore event, and the First Unitarian Society tabling where Fran also tabled.

New Business

Possible reprint of Long Shadows - Discussion on the book for reprint. John is sending out letters to other VFP Chapters nationwide for interest and response.  So far, there's interest in 50 books to VFP Chapters. Linda Babler is still the contact and publisher. John will be following up

Dane County Board resolution to Save the V. A. from Privatization - Lincoln reported a resolution will be presented at the Dane County Board meeting on Thursday, November 29, 2018, at 7:00 pm. Our VFP Chapter and National Board of VFP voted in response to save the V.A. from privatization. Supervisor Mary Kolar will be presenting the resolution, and Lincoln reported that Mary has requested some VFP members to be there.

Liberty Medal - An effort to send letters to former Senator Joe Biden regarding a medal going to George Bush already past, but unfortunately given out. About Face, Iraq Veterans Against the War, made their presence known at the presentation and the flounder of the medal.
Next meeting Chair - Phil

Any other business - Brad made a request followed by David making a motion to reimburse Amanda Zehren artist material costs for sidewalk peace related art displays on Armistice Day in Madison, and Milwaukee. The motion was 2nded to reimburse Amanda $ 50.00 for art costs for the art displays. The motion passed.
 - John Kelly - a discussion was held regarding the situation at the U.S. Borders regarding the "caravan refugees."

 - Planning Committee - The planning committee will be working to have another public event with the meeting at Capitol Lakes. Lincoln will reserve a room.

Announcements - a list of future meeting and events was read.

Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

Minutes by Books

