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  August 21, 2019, General Membership Meeting Minutes

Chair Fran Wiedenhoeft opened the meeting at 6:00 PM.  Jeff Froh read the VFP Statement of Purpose. Other members included, Joan Kemble, Lincoln Grahlfs, Brad Geyer, Paul McMahon, John Fournelle, Benjamin Thompson, David Giffey, and Steve Books. The VFP "hat" was passed, and the VFP July meeting 
minutes were reviewed and approved. Introductions were aired around the table and members welcomed Ben.
Treasurer's Report - Paul reported confirmation letters from About Face and Physicians for Social Responsibility (PSR). Then, continued his detailed report with July figures of $ 440.00 in revenue, expenditures of $ 1,767.00 which was mainly the budgeted cost for VFP Convention Travel. The June funding drive still collected $ 60.00, with a total of 52 donors. The report is very positive.
Committee Reports

Counter Recruiting - David reported he's in the process of contacting the counselors for all 6 of the rural schools that he visits. Again, there will be 6 - $ 500.00 scholarships for the Class of 2020 best essay contest on the question "Why I believe that war is not the answer."
Scholarships - David reported that the scholarships are a good tie-in with counter-recruiting as 30 essays from 5 schools were received for the contest. A discussion ensued regarding opt-out school policies about student personnel information as "student data" is collected unless an opt-out form is signed. David sends out an editorial on the topic of opt-out policies for awareness.

Memorial Day - David is organizing, looking for a possible local speaker if possible. Discussion on environmental issues, and Paul recently read a book titled The Uninhabitable Earth by David Wallace Wells.
Memorial Mile - John reported that discussions/meetings will be in January 2020.

Planning Committee - Fran started with 2 items regarding a request from Norm Stockwell to support an event that will commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Moratorium to End the War in Vietnam with a showing of the film The War at Home for an Oct. 12 event at the Orpheum. Discussion on the events mission as educational, to bring young people in to help understanding of war issues, and possibly into the social justice movement. A motion was made and 2nded to cosponsor the event. The motion passes unanimously. An additional motion was made and 2nded to donate $ 500.00 to the Norm Stockwell Program. The motion passes unanimously. Continued discussions on Sustainable Saturday nights
Website - Brad reported all is well with the Web site - MadisonVFP.org

Tabling - Steve reports Labor Fest on Labor Day tabling from 11-5, Willy St. Fair on Sunday Sept. 15 at 11 - 7.

New Business

Global Climate Strike endorsement to the Youth Climate Action Team Wisconsin for the week of Sept 20-27. A motion was made and 2nded for VFP Chapter 25 to endorse the student led Climate Strike.  The motion passes unanimously. 

Guest Speaker Protocol - Lincoln reminded the Chapter about past 10 minutes of speaking time, then pulling the rope. Up-front speaker notification of the 10 minutes, then possible social time after the meeting for follow up.

Back from the Brink - Still working through the City Council. Brad mentions the nuclear triad re:  F-35(Madison is a no nuclear weapons city)

Planning Committee plans - Fran outlined many VFP Chapters supporting deported Veterans, and proposed a benefit to support them and possibly bring in younger Veterans with music, an educational component, writing, poetry. Fran was thinking about the week of Veterans Week in November on Nov. 7th at the Common Ground Coffee House in Middleton.
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A motion was made and 2nded support the Nov. 7th event at the Common Ground Coffeehouse in Middleton. Discussion focusing on efforts to bring in younger members as from the IVAW, and with educational materials.
The motion passed unanimously.

Select September Chair - John Fournelle

Any other new business - Lincoln is going to the Atomic Veterans annual Convention. Fran reported a request from Tom Nelson to create a music event in Madison for him. Tom will be hosting music in Milwaukee in April.

Announcements - A list of the next VFP meetings and other events was read.

Ben reported that a delegation sent to Nicaragua in July was a staged event. Ben will be contacting Fran with details regarding dialog with VFP National about the event that took place and report back. Amnesty International has been monitoring activities there too.
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

Minutes by Books

