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Through our world’s history, it is hard to imagine a world without war. Our lives have all been greatly impacted whether we realize it or not. Some have been very closely affected and others barely see a difference. It is important to first recognize what war is before we can imagine a world without it. War isn’t constricted to gunfire on the front lines or trudging through forests searching for an enemy. War is much more complicated than it may seem. It’s families without loved ones, it’s permanent injuries, it’s PTSD, as well as financial hardships. I wish to be in a world where war is not the answer and I hope I can enlighten others as I continue to advocate.

Areas around the world pride themselves on victories but the later consequences are rarely thought of. Are hundreds of lives lost worth the pride won? Areas of the world are without safe drinking water, education, housing, and overall safety because of war. There is no reason that in the technology-filled world we live in today, that there are still areas without electricity and proper resources because of past wars that continue to affect their lives daily, years after the last shot was fired. When it come to this extreme, is there really a victory in sight when families and whole communities will be recovering for decades to come?
As I sat in class recently our teacher handed out cards to inform the young men around me about the draft. A few close friends of my own want to fight for our country and have talked about war on many occasions. I can’t imagine a world without them, especially if I lost them in battle. It is hard to explain to them my own views on war but I continue to advocate.

I have had the opportunity to talk to many veterans in my life. Many of which have told me that they would choose peace over war after experiencing it first hand. In our world today, war is glorified and often seen as acceptable. We see movies and video games portraying death and fighting as prideful and right. It is hard to realize that many are simply numb to the gruesome and raw scenes of war. Media can change the way people perceive many topics. I believe that if people saw the true scenes of a war or talked to real people affected they would change their minds too. Simply playing as a character behind a screen cannot do justice to the horrors that are happening around us.

I dread turning on the TV and hearing about the latest ISIS attack or reading about the lives lost in Syria. Through proper communication and patience, there is no need for such violence to plague areas of the world who are simply helpless. Billions of dollars are spent on war around the world each year. There are many other issues challenging the world we live in today. War should not be one. It’s hard to imagine the world fighting each other when the world that we’re all fighting for is falling apart. Climate change is a serious threat to everyone on the earth, yet we still spend money on war rather than investing it into the environment. War will never repay its debts or give back the lives lost. However, by investing into the world around us, we will always be earning back our money through cleaner air, growing forests, and water resources for all.
It can be easy to fall into the traps of media and glorify war, but it is important to remember that there is always another way. War should not be considered until all else fails. By educating others on the effects of war I feel that we can convince others to feel this way too. Education and communication are extremely important and can change the world when used effectively. Because of this I believe that war is never the answer.
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