WHY I BELIEVE WAR IS NOT THE ANSWER
By Olivia Loos

2019 Scholarship Recipient – Boscobel High School

“I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so tragically bound to the starless midnight of…war that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never become a reality…I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word.” This quotation, by Martin Luther King, Jr., exemplifies the nonviolent, yet countercultural belief of not only this man, but also many differing types of people: war is not the answer. Just as other people throughout the course of history have defied the norms of society, believing that peace and agreement are the true ways to resolve conflict, I too believe that war, quite simply, is not the answer to any dispute; indeed, mankind should not resort to war because war causes the devastation of human lives, because war causes earthly destruction, and because war is an immoral way to solve disagreements.
War does not come without a cost; oftentimes this cost is the devastation of human lives. First, the loss of human lives is commonly the result of any war or battle. As individuals fight, specifically during physical battles, there often is a massive death toll and many individuals, both well-known and unfamous, are lost as a result. For example, the Thirty Years’ War, a war which was fought in Europe during the seventeenth century, resulted in a massive amount of casualties. In addition to the obvious loss of human lives, another devastation that occurs as a result of war is the loss of significant family members or families in general. Clearly, when individual humans are left deceased due to war, that individual’s family is often left broken. For instance, children may be forced to grow up without a parent, or spouses of the deceased may be left to care for their children without a partner. Ultimately, [not only] the deceased individual is affected, but the family of that specific person must also deal with the ramifications of death. Overall, war causes both casualties and family devastation.
Another reason why war is not the answer is because the cost of war is often earthly destruction. To begin, oftentimes wars or battles cause mass destruction to cities. For example, before the Iraq War, the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center caused major destruction to both the building itself and the City of New York. Throughout ancient times, the land itself (along with the cities on that land) where the war was fought was left destroyed and barren, and this form of city destruction still frequently occurs today. As a result, historical landmarks within cities are also destroyed; thus, future generations may not ever be able to witness or experience that specific monument. In addition to city destruction, countries may also be left ruined after a war. A prime example of this is the country of Afghanistan. Frequent wars have demolished much of the country, destroying not only the country itself but also all of those living within the country. In closing, war also causes mass destruction to cities and countries as a whole along with any buildings or monuments within that location.
The final reason why war is not the answer is because war is an unethical way to solve disagreements. First, those in disagreement – whether it be individuals, governments, or whole countries – should be able either to talk matters out or to create policies which will end the disagreement. Immediately resorting to war clearly has far too many negative ramifications. For example, if two government systems are in disagreement, rather than using war to solve the issue, both systems should instead talk and then form a policy which will settle the dispute, pleasing both governments. Moreover, compromise should more regularly be used when friction occurs. When each side makes concessions to end the disagreement, war as a whole can be avoided. As an example, while the Articles of Confederation were in place in the United States, two new plans were brought forth: the Virginia Plan and the New Jersey Plan. Ultimately the Great Compromise was formed. This compromise combined the two plans, leading to agreement amongst the population rather than disagreement and, potentially, battle(s). Overall, war is not the answer because it is an immoral way to solve disputes.
In conclusion, war is not the answer because war causes the loss of human lives, because war destroys families, and because war is far too violent of a way to solve controversies. Although there are many people in existence who agree with fighting and war, there is also a large population of people who disagree with war and fighting, believing that matters can be solved in a better way. Peace Within the world can be achieved. However, this reality may never become true if we humans continue to fight with one another in an attempt to settle our disagreements.
