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         January 19, 2018 General Membership Meeting Minutes

Chair Phil Fransen opened the meeting at 6:00 PM, and asked for any adjustments to the agenda.  Frances mentioned a couple of items for the Planning Committee. Lincoln Grahlfs read the VFP Statement of Purpose. Others attending the meeting included Frances Wiedenhoeft, John Fournelle, Paul McMahon, David Giffey, Jeff Froh, Larry Orr, Mike Thiel Jr., and Steve Books. The December VFP meeting minutes were reviewed, and approved. Introductions ensued, and the membership welcomed VFP member Mike Thiel Jr.
Treasurers Report - Paul reviewed his detailed report, income statement, with the membership. VFP is very thankful to have received major donations from Madison Mennonite Church, First Unitarian Society - Madison, and Link Friendship House LTD, and many Funding Drive donations. Total revenue for December was 7,333.99.  The 2018 budget will be in good shape, provided the new tax law (affecting income deductions for charitable contributions) does not have an adverse effect on contributions to the chapter. The 2018 Budget for projected revenues and expenditures will be set finalized at the 21st. February membership meeting. Contact Paul for any concern. Members thanked Paul for his report!
Committee Reports
Counter Recruiting - David reported starting to go again out the rural schools. David is working on obtaining the essay contest essays working with guidance counselors through Jan., Feb. and March.
Scholarship - Paul reviews that a website application is available on our Chapter 25 website via the red button. There's a May 4th deadline for the Madison $ 1,000.00 scholarship. Phil had an example of a bookmark for a possible idea for getting the word out for the scholarship.

Memorial Day - David reported the process is on-going, and the speaker ideas for the Gates of Heaven event are welcome. Also, a Park Planning process is going on regarding James Madison Park if anyone is interested.
Memorial Mile - Work detail party on the monuments, Sat. Jan. 20th, 10 AM, Phil's. Leather gloves, gorilla glue.

Planning Committee - Lincoln will be looking for a room venue for the Feb. Ad/Hoc meeting to jointly have the meeting, then watch the film regarding the V.A. Fran is in contact with Lisa Gilman regarding her book about music and culture, My Music My War, and looking into a possible August presentation. Air Fare may be figured into the process. Fran reported that music traditionally can reach a wide range of people, and that in the recent conflicts a "playlist" has a part of the music scene, along with "you tube" presentations and all that is available on an I - Phone. Phil reports that he attended some venues that had the Music of Vietnam Presenters, and found a wide range thoughts regarding the music at the different places. John reported that the e-mails regarding the V.A. issue has many IVAW members involved. The V.A. issue is important, and that there will be a meeting in late February that Chapter 25 could be involved with.
Website - Fran mentioned that Brad Geyer from VFP Chapter 175 could possibly take over the duties of the administrator for the Chapter 25 Facebook Page.

Tabling/Outreach - Books mentioned the form for the Farmer's Market has been submitted. Some recent articles were circulated regarding anti-nuclear war, and nuclear disarmament.

New Business
Yearly VFP Chapter Budget - to be set at the February General Membership Meeting. Let Paul know of any concerns and suggestions for proposals for discussion at the meeting. Yard Signs - Books mentions possible team-up with Chapter 27 for the signs.

Select February Chair - Mr. Jeff Froh. Thanks Jeff!
Other Business - David mentions that all are invited to the Martin Luther King Jr., Event in Spring Green, 1 PM, Saturday, January 20th, Spring Green Elementary School Library, 830 W. Daley St. Spring Green, WI. Nonviolence and Racial Justice. 

Announcements - A list of Announcements was read, including the MLK event in Spring Green.

Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM.  Minutes by Books.
